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Draw a picture of a character or event from the story.  Make sure to 
include details in your drawing.   
 
 

Predictions 
Write three predictions about what you think will happen next or later in 
the story.  Use evidence from the text to support your prediction. 
 
1. I predict William and Hester will become friends.  At the beginning of 
the story, Hester embarrassed William and sometimes that can be the 
beginning of a friendship. 
 
2. I predict that William will finally beat Hester at a contest.  Hester keeps 
making fun of William and he keeps trying harder. 
 
3.  I predict that Hester will take William more seriously and will not try to 
embarrass him as much.  Rather than making fun of him, she called him 
“my hero” at the end. 
 

Important 
What do you think were the three most important moments, details, 
or events from the reading?  Why? 
 
1. When Hester first laughed at William when he was talking about swamp 
gas, William became embarrassed. It set the tone for their relationship and 
foreshadowed what was to come. 
 
 
2.  William swallowed a pumpkin seed and became disqualified during the 
contest.  This made him angry.  I think this made him even more 
determined to win a contest. 
 
 
3.  When all the children were afraid of the light coming out of the swamp, 
William was determined to prove it was only swamp gas.  He forced 
himself to overcome his fears to prove he was right. 
 
 
 Caption:  William is covered with swamp gas and won the dress-up 

competition. 



  

 

Characters 
Pick three characters from the story.  For each character, include at least 
two traits.  Use specific examples from the story to support each trait.  
 
Character #1A: Hester is mean to William and embarrasses him.  She stuck 
out her tongue at William. She called his pumpkin carving silly.   When she 
caught William’s fishing line at the fishing booth, she said loudly that she 
caught smelly old William.   
Character #1B: Hester has a great imagination.  She dressed as a snake 
charmer for Halloween and used a vacuum hose for the snake. 
 
Character #2A: William is determined.  He was humiliated when he 
swallowed the pumpkin seed and was disqualified.  Many kids would be so 
embarrassed that they would quit.  However, when the next contest started, 
he was ready to go. 
Character #2B: William is brave.  When someone screamed at the strange 
light coming out of the swamp, William walked toward the light.  He wanted 
to prove it was just swamp gas. 
 
Character #3A: The kids in the town are fearful.  They believed the legend 
that the light in the swamp was a ghost.  When they saw the light, they were 
afraid and let William enter the swamp by himself. 
Character #3B: The kids in the town are creative.  They made Halloween 
costumes to look like the American flag, a fat lady, and a clown. 
 

Questions 
Did anything confuse you from the reading?  If so, write three questions 
below.  If not, create three challenging discussion questions relating to the 
text.   
1.  What is the science behind swamp gas?  What does it look like in real-
life?  Does it have an odor? 
 
2.  So many of Patricia Polacco’s characters are people she knew in her life 
growing up.  Did she know these characters or did she create them? 
 
3.  Why would Hester always make fun of William or embarrass him?  Why 
did she get on his nerves? 
 
 

Vocabulary 
As you read, identify three unknown words.  Write the original 
sentence and circle the unknown word.  Look up the unknown word in a 
dictionary and write the appropriate definition.   
 
1. But he steeled himself, and with a gulp, he ran toward the light.  
 
Steel means to make yourself ready for something difficult or unpleasant. 
 
2. “OOOOH….AHHHHH,” the crowd intoned, as the wet, slimy, muddy 
boy climbed out of the bog…unhurt and no worse for wear.  
 
Intoned means to say something in a slow and even voice. 
 
3.  This was a Halloween that would go down in the annals of Mudsock 
Meadow. 
 
Annals mean historical records. 
 

Connections 
Write three text-to-self, text-to-world, or text-to-text connections. 
Label each connection. 
 
1. Text-to-self:  I can relate to William.  Both of us do not do well at 
contests and often embarrass ourselves.  But we are also both persistent 
and try to do our absolute best. 
 
2. Text-to-world:  So many people are like Hester.  They make fun of 
others without thinking of how they are making them feel. Hester doesn’t 
consider William’s feelings when she acts. 
 
3.  Text-to-text:  William reminds me of Trisha in “Thank You, Mr. 
Falker.”  William has trouble succeeding in contests and kids laugh at 
him.  Trisha has trouble reading and kids laugh at her. 
 


