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Lots of good news lately concerning a return to “normal.” Last night it was announced that, 
if all goes well, all adults who want to be vaccinated will be able to by the end of May. Most of 
our staff will be fully vaccinated by the time we return from spring break. Minnesota is rolling 
back some restrictions on dining and outdoor venues. Baseball and softball will happen at SEAS 
this year. All good news!  
 
However, now is not the time to let up with our school COVID protocols. We chose very 
early on that we would trust the science and follow the recommendations of the CDC, MDH, and 
Dakota County. It has worked to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in our buildings. They have 
not recommended loosening our current protocols and restrictions. 
 
With that in mind, I have a favor to ask. When you get a call or an email from our nurses or our 
office staff, can you please keep in mind that the policies they are enforcing were not written by 
them? If you have any questions or criticisms, please send them my way. I am more than happy 
to discuss the reasons for our policies and where the recommendations come from. Our 
protocols have been a group effort, but ultimately, the final decisions fall to me.  
  
We know that things like the travel quarantine and certain symptoms meaning a child will need 
to be tested in order to return or possibly quarantine longer are frustrating. They create more 
work for us, too, but they have been working to mitigate the spread at SEAS. In close to 100 
days of in-person learning, we have not had a recorded outbreak in our building. Not many 
schools can say that. 
 
The CDC has released interim public recommendations for fully vaccinated people. Their 
recommendations can be found here. Despite these updates, staff who have been fully 
vaccinated will continue to wear masks, social distance, and take other preventative measures 
to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in our schools.  
 
MDH recommends, but does not require, students and families get tested every two 
weeks. As schools in Minnesota are returning to in-person learning, we are asked to share the 
testing information with our families. MDH is not requiring testing for students’ attendance, but it 
does help track potential outbreaks, as seen recently in Carver county. You can find more 
information on how to order at-home testing kits or where to find local testing sites here.  
 
How is your child’s mask fitting? Lately, we have noticed a lot of “wings” on the sides of 
masks. The wing is created when the mask is too big and there are large gaps around the 
cheeks. A mask should have two layers and fit snugly against the side of the face, covering the 
nose and mouth, without large gaps.  
 
Please let the office and your child’s teacher(s) know of any travel, especially out-of-state 
as soon as possible. Both the CDC and MDH highly discourage any unnecessary travel to 
help stop the spread of COVID-19, especially now that there are new, more easily transmissible 
strains.  
 

http://www.seas-school.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/testing.html
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Who needs to quarantine? People who have traveled outside of Minnesota, other than crossing 
the border for work, study, medical care, or personal safety and security.  
 
What do I do if we have traveled? 

● Get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after travel AND stay home and self-quarantine for 
a full 7 days after travel. 

○ Even if you test negative, stay home and self-quarantine for the full 7 days. 
○ If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected. 
○ Day 0 is the day you arrive home.  

● If you don’t get tested, stay home and self-quarantine for 10 days after travel. 
 
Teachers will post work to Seesaw or Google Classroom, depending on the grade level, for 
assignments that are missed during quarantine.  
 
More busing changes are coming once all Hastings public school students return to in 
person learning. As you may have seen in the eNews on Tuesday, there will not be bussing 
available for March 25th and 26th. Also, as of right now, Hastings public schools will return to 
full in-person learning, five days a week, starting on April 6th. While we have yet to receive 
specific instructions, we do know that bussing will change. As soon as we have information to 
share, we will pass it along.  
 
March 13, 2020 was the last in-person day in the 2019-2020 school year. What a year it has 
been. Reflecting back, by Monday, March 16th, we were told that spring break might be 
extended. A week later I was holding a crash-course Zoom session for our teachers on how to 
teach online. We’ve all come a long way since then, thanks mainly to the “we’ve got this” 
attitude of our SEAS family.  
 
Our school response to the pandemic has not been perfect. Some have called us over cautious 
while others feel we should be stricter. Please know that every decision, (researched, 
discussed, and prayed upon), we have made has been with the health, safety, and welfare of 
our students, staff, and community in mind. We appreciate your continued cooperation and 
prayers as we work towards academic excellence and sainthood. 
 
God bless you all, be safe, and have a great week,  

Mr. Sullivan 

 

http://www.seas-school.org/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/quarguide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html

