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Mission Statement  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School makes Jesus Christ known and 

loved through living our sacramental way of life in partnership with 

families and fostered in:  

Spirituality, Excellence, Academics and Service.  

 

Philosophy Statement 

We nurture the total development of each child’s spiritual, moral, intellectual, 

social, emotional, and physical well-being in a positive, safe environment.  

Spiritual growth and moral development is encouraged through instruction and 
practice of our Catholic faith. 
  
Excellence is fostered through our daily work, and respectful interactions with 
others and our surroundings.   
  
Our Academics provide students with the opportunity to achieve their full 
potential as productive members of society while encouraging a lifelong love of 
learning. 
 
Service flows from our understanding of the Catholic Social Teachings and is 

demonstrated through service-learning at every grade level.  

“The first end I propose in our daily work is to do the will of God; secondly, to do it in the 

manner he wills it; and thirdly to do it because it is his will.”  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 



Dear Families and Friends of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, 

 
This annual report is required by our accrediting agency, the Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting 
Association, or MNSAA.  Along with a financial update, enrollment data, upcoming improvements, and our 
outstanding test scores, we are also required to share our progress towards our school strategic plan and a 
brief overview of school finances. 

 

The 2020-2021 school year was a success despite the number of challenges COVID-19 presented. Over the 
summer, we worked with the Archdiocese, the Minnesota Department of Health, Dakota County Health, and 
others to develop protocols for the safe reopening of the school. These protocols were shared with parents 
and staff during meetings in August. We also shared five goals for the school year: 

1. Protect the health, safety, and welfare of our students, staff, and community. 

2. Continue our students’ path to sainthood.  

3. Continue our students’ drive to academic excellence.  

4. Continue to foster leadership in all our students.  

5. Continue to have fun at school.  

We were not going to let a pandemic stop us from reaching these goals. Working in partnership with families, 
we were able to maintain our drive for excellence while making Christ known and loved to our students. 
Below are a few of the ways we achieved our goals this year: 

 The SEAS community raised over $20,000, which grew to $40,000 thanks to a matching program to help 
pay for additional supplies to help keep our students safe and engaged in their lessons.  

 Students and staff closely followed our three main instructions for safety–wear a mask, maintain social 
distance, and wash hands frequently.  

 Our school only had three people present in the building with COVID-19.  

 Only two grades ever had to fully quarantine due to COVID exposure at school.  

 Many teachers provided live Zoom lessons for students who were out.  

 Students still served the local and greater community through collecting socks, baby clothes, food, and 
more for various charities.  

 Students attended Mass at school either in-person or virtually every week.  

 The Good Shepherd Chapel was used daily for prayer, rosaries, Mass, and more.  

 Despite the feared “COVID slide,” our students continued to surpass national norms on the standardized 
NWEA MAPS test.  

 The percentage of students on the High Honor Roll grew.  

 Thanks to the support of our community at Spring Fling, we will add some new items to our playgrounds.  

 Our middle schoolers, who were not able to have a full three season of sports, participated regularly in 
the first ever “SEAS Cup,” which was a series of fun games and activities throughout the school year.  

 

The success our school experienced this year would not have been possible without the continued support 
and prayers of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton community. Thank you for placing your trust in us.  

 
Sincerely 

 

 
Tim Sullivan 
Principal 

Main Campus (K-8), 600 Tyler Street, Hastings, MN 55033  p: 651-437-3098   f: 651-438-3377 
ECC Preschool Campus, 2035-15th Street, Hastings MN 55033 p: 651-438-3223 f: 651-438-2948 

seas-school.org 
A Ministry of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 

http://www.seas-school.org


SEAS Catholic School 2021: Strategic Plan Progress 

We finished the third year of our strategic plan, which was created by the school staff and approved by 

MNSAA.  Each objective and strategy includes action steps that must be completed annually. Below are our 

objectives and some of the work that was completed this past school year: 

Objective 1: SEAS will continue to be a school of 

academic excellence.  

 A committee of teachers worked with an outside group to 

better understand and use our MAP scores to enhance 

students’ overall performance.   

 Staff attended workshops on implementing enrichment 

programs and all had the opportunity to attend the NCEA 

virtual conference.   

 Our STEM day in the spring incorporated student-led, 

hands-on activities for 1st-8th grades.  

Objective 2: SEAS will increase the Catholic Identity of the school.  

 We used various technologies to live stream our Masses and create video presentations of the 3rd grade 

saints project and the 5th grade Living Stations of the Cross.  

 Catholic Social Teachings were a focal point of a teacher workshop and discussed throughout the year with 

our students.   

 Staff continued to work on ways to intentionally incorporate Catholic teachings into non-religion courses.  

Objective 3: SEAS will remain fiscally vital and viable into the future.  

 SEAS applied for and secured an EANS grant in access of $150,000. While there are strict rules for what 

the money can be used for, we plan to improve our heating system and purchase technology to improve 

class instruction.  

 SEAS worked with the Hastings Catholic Education Foundation to create tuition grants for families in need.  

 We increased our advertising on social media to help spread the word about our amazing school.   

Objective 4: SEAS will provide a safe, functional, and attractive learning environment.  

 Items were purchased, including desk shields and sanitizing stations, to help keep our students safe from 

the spread of COVID-19.  

 New drop off and pick up procedures were successfully implanted at the main campus. 

 Due to current enrollment trends at the school and parish, a hold was put on the study of the feasibility of a 

new school building at the church campus.  



SEAS School 2019-2020 Final Numbers 

Actual Income  Budgeted Income  

$1,259,156 $1,316,175 

Difference $57,018 

Actual Expenses Budgeted Expenses 

$1,714,773 $1,767,674 

Difference $52,901 

SEAS School 2020-2021 Through May  

Actual Income  Budgeted Income  

$1,158,995 $1,167,633 

Difference $8,668 

Actual Expenses Budgeted Expenses 

$1,526,960 $1,598,035 

Difference $71,075 

SEAS Catholic School 2020-2021 Financial Report 

Financially, the school is doing very well this year. We are about $71,000 ahead of where we were at this 

time last year. Expenses have been cut without sacrificing our desire for excellence. We have been very 

fortunate this year to receive the support of our SEAS community. A number of grants were able to help us 

pay for supplies needed to keep the school open and in-person. As always, we are so grateful for the 

parish’s investment in our students and the future of the Catholic Church in Hastings.   

 

SEAS Catholic School 2020-2021: Enrollment 

Enrollment at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School has changed significantly in the last 20 years. In that time, 

there have only been four years, (2003, 2005, 2015, 2016), when enrollment, preschool through 8th grade, 

increased. Below is a comparison of  20 and 10 years ago: 

Next year, we project a decline due to a smaller kindergarten class replacing a larger 8th grade. On average, we 

lose about 10 students a year. This fall, our overall enrollment is estimated to be 230, PreK-8th.  

SEAS Catholic School 2021-2022: Looking to the Future 

 Like last year, there is a lot of uncertainty about what social distancing, masks, and vaccines will look like in 

the fall. We will continue to update parents throughout the summer. Once again, we will be back in person.  

 We are excited to welcome our kindergarten class back to the main campus.  

 Our weekly school Mass will move to 9:30 on Wednesday mornings.  

 We will resume our service field trips starting in January of 2022. 

 Science and social studies essential standards will be identified by staff and used to improve our already 

challenging programs. This was scheduled for 2020-2021, but COVID made gathering a challenge.  

 “I Can” statements for technology will be developed for kindergarten-8th grade.  

 All Smartboards at the main campus will be upgraded.  

Year PreK-8 Enrollment Average Class K-8 Baptisms at SEAS 

2000-2001 445 41.7 89 

2010-2011 337 33.4 72 

2020-2021 240 23.6 19 



SEAS Catholic School 2020-2021: Spring Test Results 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students take the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) MAP 

Growth standardized test in Math, Reading, and Language Arts (LA grades 3rd-8th only). These tests are 

administered at least twice a year for all grade levels, kindergarten through 8th grade.  

Scores are reported in RIT (short for Rasch Unit) scores. MAP assessments use the RIT scale to create a 

grade-independent RIT score, which indicates the level of question difficulty a given student is capable of 

answering correctly about 50% of the time. RIT scores help educators understand every student’s current 

achievement level based on their zone of proximal development. 

Once again, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students’ average scores in math, reading, and 

language arts are higher than the Norm RIT Value in every grade level.  

We are especially proud of our 7th and 8th students who surpassed the Norm RIT Value for 11th 

graders in every subject. As a group, the 8th grade blew past the 11th grade spring score even 

though they took the test in January! 

While we are very proud of our students’ test scores, it is not how we measure the success of our students. 

Scores like this are only one way we use to evaluate student growth. What is more important to us is that 

we are creating disciples of Christ who will go out and spread His Good News. 

Grade Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score Norm RIT Value SEAS RIT Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading Language Language 

K 157.1 164.2 153.1 157.9 --- --- 

1st 176.4 178.3 171.4 176.1 --- --- 

2nd 189.4 194.6 185.6 190.3 --- --- 

3rd 201.1 207.3 197.1 203.3 198.3 203.7 

4th 210.5 212.6 204.8 209.5 205 209.9 

5th 218.7 225 211 219 210.2 218.5 

6th 222.9 230.6 215.4 220.2 214.2 220 

7th 226.7 238.1 218.4 232.6 216.5 226.7 

8th (winter) 228.12 243.7 220.52 229.8 217.73 227.2 

11th 234.3 --- 221.7 --- 222.3 --- 


